Molecular evolution of viruses--Past and Present, Part 2--An introduction.
The evolution of viruses is reviewed within the perspective of the concepts on the evolution of the lipid membrane bound vesicular structures in the prebiotic soup through the ideas on evolution of cells during the RNA World and the transition into the DNA World. The ancient Archeae bacteria and their retrons that carry the bacterial reverse transcriptase gene and their unique protein splicing capability provide an indication of the evolutionary path for retroviruses and, independently, for RNA and DNA viruses of the prokaryotic Archeae bacteria and the eukaryotic yeast and fungi.